DARLINGTON BRAVES FOOTBALL CONTRACT

I. 
PURPOSE


A.
Football players shall promote good sportsmanship.




B.
They shall maintain respect for themselves and others.


C. They shall strive to build better relationships between teammates and other teams.



II. GAMES

A. Most games are scheduled on Sunday. There may, however, be Saturday games scheduled. These will typically occur as a make up game due to severe weather, cross over games with the Northeast Rhode Island football conference, playoffs, championship games, or at the Mighty Mite level. Dates and times for Mighty Mite games has not yet been decided by the conference.

B. All football players must be present at every scheduled game unless previously excused by the Head Coach. 


C. Coaches have the right to bench any player who does not show up for a scheduled game

III. PRACTICES

A. All practices are mandatory.


B. If a football player is still participating in a summer sport, during the month of August, there will be no penalty for missing practice on the specific nights he / she participates in this summer sport providing he / she has notified the Head Coach in advance. The player is expected to make all practices and activities after the summer sport is over.


C. If you miss 1/2 of your practice time, you are no longer part of a team and this is reason for dismissal.


D. If a football player chooses to hold a job or participate in any other activity, he/she is responsible to arrange their schedule around practices and games.


E. All football players must be on time for practices and games. Anyone not at the designated area, ready for a game or practice will be considered late.


F. If a football player is to be late for practice or a game or is unable to attend, you must notify your coach in advance. Failure to do so could result in suspension from a game or dismissal from the team.


IV. TRANSPORTATION
A. Due to the prohibitive cost of buses (Bus costs were approximately $10,000.00 last year), there will be very limited bus transportation this year. It is expected that buses may only be used on the certification date. Therefore, it is the parent / guardian’s responsibility to arrange for transportation for the games. Most of our coaches have children playing or cheering at multiple age levels and so probably are not good alternatives to provide transportation.

V. UNIFORMS

A. Uniforms, including all parts and equipment, must be returned to the coach at the end of the season.


B. Uniforms must be returned immediately upon dismissal.


C. Uniforms must be given excellent care at all times. NO BLEACH, please hang dry game jerseys.


D. Any uniform that is destroyed while in your care must be replaced at your cost, at the discretion of the organization.


E. Regulation uniforms only—no additions without prior approval of the Head Coach. Players are not to wear headbands or bandanas without the prior approval of the Head Coach.


F. Jewelry is not to be worn to games or practices. This includes ear rings, necklaces, watches, etc.


VI. CONDUCT AND RESPONSIBILITY

A. Football players must conduct themselves properly and display good sportsmanship at all times.


B. Football players will keep undesirable emotions, such as anger or rage under control at any time. Abusive language will not be tolerated.


C. Football players shall cooperate with the coaching staff and Executive staff of the Darlington Braves at all times.


D. Players must stay with their team in the designated bench area during games. Players are not allowed to leave the bench area during a game without prior approval of the Head Coach.

E. Only players, coaches, Executive Board members, and SWRI conference officials are allowed in the bench area during games.

VII. SUSPENSION OR DISMISSAL 



A. Suspension from games may occur for (but is not limited to) any of the following:


1. Unexcused absence from any game or practice.


2. Excessive tardiness for practices. (twice a week)


3. Failure to cooperate with coaches or other officials.


4. Not attending football activities under false pretenses.

Suspensions / dismissals may be appealed to the General Manager for review. Suspensions / dismissals may be appealed to the Executive Board for review with the General Manager’s approval.

B. If a football player misses a practice and it is unexcused, this could result in partial/full game suspension or dismissal from the team. Any time practice or a game is missed, you must notify your coach in advance. In the event of sickness or emergencies please notify your coach as soon as possible.  If you cannot contact your coach before practice, try again afterwards.


C.
MINOR DISCIPLINARY PROBLEMS

1. 1ST Time---warning


2. 2nd Time---game suspension (parent conference required)


3. 3rd Time---dismissal

D.
OFFENSES THATE RESULT IN DISMISSAL.


1. Accumulation of 3 minor disciplinary problems.


2. Unbecoming conduct, use of drugs, alcohol, or and reason which reflects negatively on the Darlington Braves.


3. Repeated insubordination towards a coach.

E.
EXPLANATION OF PARTIAL/ FULL SUSPENSION

1. If you have been given a full game suspension you do not have to attend the game if you do not wish to do so. If you wish to attend, you may do so as a spectator not in uniform and you must get your own transportation.


2. If you choose to attend as a spectator and your behavior is unbecoming, you will receive a second full game suspension.



3. TWO full game suspensions will result in dismissal from the team.


4. If you receive a partial game suspension, you are expected to arrive on time with your teammates, in full uniform.


5. Partial suspensions equal to 2 games (eight quarters) will result in dismissal.

VIII. MEDICAL PROBLEMS
A. If a medical problem should arise during the season, or before the season starts, we wish to be advised.


B. Doctors notes are required if your child is unable to play or practice because of a medical problem.


C. Doctors notes are also required when our child is able to resume regular practice. If the note contains certain restrictions pertaining to practice or play, than you may not be able to return to the team.

DARLINGTON BRAVES FOOTBALL AGREEMENT

PLAYERS NAME_________________________________________________

I have read the attached agreement stating the duties and responsibilities of a football player and I agree to abide by them. I understand that failure to comply with the established rules and regulations may result in my dismissal from the program.

________________                    _____________________________________________

      DATE



 PLAYERS’S SIGNATURE

I give my permission to my child to participate in the Darlington Braves football program. I have read the attached agreement and agree that my child must comply with the established rules and regulations, in order to participate in football. I understand that my child may be dismissed from the football team for failure to comply with the rules and regulations.

________________                   ______________________________________________

      DATE



 PARENT / GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE


